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Ruling expected soon in rock case
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Sep. 19--GREENUP -- Greenup Circuit Judge Bob Conley said Thursday he would decide within a few days
whether an Ohio attorney will be allowed to help represent the man who headed the team that
removed a historically significant rock from the Ohio River last summer.
Michael Curtis, lead attorney for Steven R. Shaffer, and assistant Greenup Commonwealth's Attorney
Melvin C. Leonhart told the judge all of the necessary written arguments had been filed regarding Curtis'
motion to have Portsmouth lawyer David Beck admitted to the case as co-counsel for Shaffer.
Commonwealth's Attorney Clifford Duvall objected to Beck joining the case, saying that Beck had
conflicting interests because of his earlier representation of William Glockner of Portsmouth, who could
be called as a witness at Shaffer's trial.
However, in an interview after court, Curtis said he had filed a response arguing that Beck had no
conflict.
"It's not like representing multiple defendants," he said. "Mr. Glockner is not a defendant in this case,
and whether he would even testify is questionable."
Beck represented Glockner when Glockner was subpoenaed to testify before the Greenup County grand
jury investigating the removal of Indian Head Rock from the Ohio River near South Shore. Glockner and
Portsmouth Mayor James Kalb both challenged their subpoenas, but eventually were ordered to testify
by a Scioto County Common Pleas Court judge.
Beck also is a law partner of Ohio Rep. Todd Book, who has been a vocal opponent of Kentucky officials'
efforts to seek criminal charges against those responsible for the rock's removal and to have the 8-ton
boulder returned to Kentucky. Currently, the rock is being stored in the Portsmouth city garage.
Curtis said he was seeking to have Beck added to the defense team because "the fact that he's been
acquainted with it since all this publicity started would be of extreme benefit to Mr. Shaffer and myself."
Curtis also said he needed assistance because of "the volume of paperwork" in the case.
Beck no longer represents Glockner, he said.
Shaffer, 51, of Ironton, is charged with one count of illegally removing an object of antiquity. The charge
is a Class D felony, meaning Shaffer could be sentenced to one to five years in prison if he is convicted.

Shaffer, who is free on a $5,000 signature bond, has pleaded not guilty to the charge. A pretrial hearing
in the case is set for Oct. 23.
A second man indicted in the rock case, David G. Vetter, 54, of Portsmouth, is scheduled to be arraigned
next week. Vetter, a member of the dive team that floated the rock to the surface of the river, faces the
same charge as Shaffer.
Indian Head Rock, which was registered with the University of Kentucky as a protected archeological
object in 1986, was once a navigation marker and an attraction for local residents, who would walk out
into the river and carve their initials on it when the water was low. However, the boulder had remained
mostly under water since the 1920s.
The rock bears the initials of some of Portsmouth's earliest settlers, along with a crude carving that
resembles a face.

